the Dutch all her considerable influence with Louis, while
writing to Charles:

** I cannot bear to think that this little handful of mis-
erable creatures should dare to defy you."

But they did dare, and Charles pushed on his prepara-
tions for war with a vigour which surprised such critical
advisers as Clarendon. His interest in and knowledge of
navigation fitted him to direct what was certain to be en-
tirely a naval conflict, and he spent a great deal of his time
in the shipyards approving plans for and watching the
construction of the vessels that, when summer fighting
weather came, were to teach the impudent burghers of
Holland a lesson. The King's rather too robust sense of
humour in these days tried sorely those of his court who
were poor sailors. He insisted on taking them on trial
cruises in rough weather. The French Ambassador, Comte
de Cominges, was one of his favourite victims for he had
caused Charles much annoyance by his punctilio, his bick-
erings over precedence, his dilatory diplomacy which had
led the King to declare he was w good for nothing but to
give malicious and wrong intelligence." Charles was glad
to take revenge by making the poor man seasick.

The unfortunate Ambassador got respite from one such
trip when the court had to remain in London for the ac-
couchement of the Duchess of York* Charles shared the
general disappointment when the child proved to be a
daughter, christened Anne after her mother, instead of the
hoped-for son. But he was more interested in and con-
cerned about Minette, who was expecting another child.

" I hope," he wrote,ct you will have better lucke with it
then the Duchesse heere had, who Was brought to bed,
Monday last, of a girle. One part I shall wish you to have,
which is that you may have as easy a labour, for shee
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